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SUMMER READING ASSIGNMENTS 
British Literature-Grade 12 
 
Assignment #1 
A Room with a View 
 
As you read the novel A Room with a View this summer, consider the questions provided below.  
Make sure you read all the questions BEFORE you begin reading because many of the 
questions require that you take notes on character behavior or comments while reading in order 
to answer them.   
 
Take notes on loose-leaf paper and make sure that you are comfortable with and can access 
your notes easily and quickly for our discussions in the fall.  I will expect to see proof of your 
notes ON THE FIRST DAY OF CLASS and you can expect discussion, at least one detailed 
quiz, and a timed-writing essay on the novel. 
 
Here’s to pleasant summer reading! 
 
 
1. What time of year does Lucy’s relationship with George begin?  Why is this significant? 

 
2. During the swimming scene, Mr. Emerson points out that man must return to nature.  What 

does this mean to you?  Why does he believe this?  Do you agree or disagree? 
 

3. When riding in the carriage into the countryside, Mr. Emerson also expresses the idea that 
mankind should not detest the impulses found in nature, such as the impulse for love, when 
they occur in people.  Up to this point in the novel, would the other characters agree or 
disagree with him?  Why? 

 
4. Is Lucy a good example of a strong woman?  Why or why not?  As you read, take notes on 

Lucy’s personality that help to prove or disprove your opinion.  Does your opinion change? 
 
5. What is Charlotte’s opinion of how women should behave?  Do you agree? 
 
6. Cecil and George have very different approaches to life.  As you read, make a list of five 

characteristics for each man that demonstrate their different approaches to living.  Provide a 
short quote or example with a page number for each characteristic listed.  (Example:  
George wants to live his life freely.  He encourages Lucy to reject society’s expectations as 
well.  Cecil likes to conform to society’s expectations.  He is very conscious of his clothing.) 

 
7. What is Forster's view of art in this book? Are there right and wrong ways to apprehend and 

appreciate artwork?  Briefly summarize the main characters’ attitudes toward art to prove 
your point.   

 
8. Some characters seem to manipulate art in ways that seem inappropriate. Which characters 

do this and what makes their actions wrong? 
 
9. Who are the villains in the book? What is it about their faults that make them so abhorrent? 

Which ones are the worst, and why? 
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10. Consider the importance of Italy in the book. What does Italy represent for Lucy as she sets 
out on her journey? How does it change her? How does life in England compare to life in 
Italy? 

 
11. Based on your answer to #9, what is the impact of Lucy’s decision to go to Greece at the 

end of the novel?  What does she hope to gain by going to Greece?  Is she successful? 
 
 
ASSIGNMENT #2 
The Time Machine 
 
As you read the novel The Time Machine this summer, consider the questions provided below.  
Make sure you read all the questions BEFORE you begin reading because many of the 
questions require that you take notes on character behavior or comments while reading in order 
to answer them.   
 
Take notes on loose-leaf paper and make sure that you are comfortable with and can access 
your notes easily and quickly for our discussions in the fall.  I will expect to see proof of your 
notes ON THE FIRST DAY OF CLASS and you can expect discussion, at least one detailed 
quiz, and a timed-writing essay on the novel. 
 
Here’s to pleasant summer reading! 

The Time Machine:  Exploring a Possible Future 

Chapter I 

1. How believable does the Time Traveller's explanation of time as a 4th dimension sound?  
2. Why do you believe Wells chose to give most of his characters jobs to identify them 

instead of names?  
3. What is the effect of not naming the characters?  
4. What does the Time Traveller do to convince his guests that his demonstration is no 

trick?  
5. How does Wells hook the reader into turning to the next chapter? 

Chapter II 

1. How does Wells characterize the Time Traveller to make his audience doubt him? 
2. Why does Wells wait so long to have the Time Traveller tell his story after he staggers 

into the room?  
3. How does Wells create a sense of suspense? 

Chapter III 

1. How does the Time Traveller describe the sensations of time travel?  
2. What new fear occurs to him while he is traveling?  
3. What are the Time Traveller's first impressions of the future?  
4. How would you respond if you were him?  
5. What character traits have you noticed about the Time Traveller? What kind of person is 

he? 
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Chapter IV 

1. How do the people he meet respond to him?  
2. What conclusions can you make about these people because they show no fear? 
3. What is different about the people from what he expected to find in the future?  
4. What does the general age and poor state of the buildings indicate about the civilization?  
5. What do you think of the Time Traveller's statements about the role of men and women 

in a family?  
6. How do they reflect the thinking of his time?  
7. What does the Time Traveller feel is an unexpected consequence of a civilization that 

has conquered all want?  
8. What possible bad consequences can you think of that would result from what looks like 

good technology (eliminating disease, lengthening the life span, eliminating poverty, 
etc.)?  

9. Would you like to live in this future?  
10. Why does Wells have the Time Traveller tell the readers that his ideas at this time about 

the future were wrong?  

Chapter V 

1. How does the Time Traveller respond to the loss of his time ship?  
2. What does the discovery of the wells with mechanical noises coming from them indicate 

about this world?  
3. Why does the Time Traveller go to some lengths to tell the readers he knew very little 

about this world?  
4. What is the character of Weena like?  
5. What is her relationship with the Time Traveller?  
6. What new elements of conflict are introduced in this chapter?  
7. How does Wells foreshadow upcoming events and create a sense of foreboding? 
8. What is the new theory about the people does the Time Traveller makes to explain what 

he's seen?  
9. Do you think the gulf between the rich and the poor the Time Traveller talks about exists 

today? 

Chapter VI 

1. How does Wells contrast the Eloi with the Morlocks?  
2. What similes applied to each race shows the Time Traveller's attitude about them?  
3. How does the setting for each race contribute toward creating an attitude about them? 

Chapter VII 

1. What new theory does the Time Traveller make to explain the differences between the 
two races?  

2. How does what he discovered make him feel about his own time?  
3. The Time Traveller has a moment of contemplation while looking at the stars. What does 

he conclude about the relationship between nature and human history? 
4. Interestingly, Wells was a socialist and critical of the wealthy and aristocracy. However, 

who in this novel does the Time Traveller sympathize with and why? 
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Chapter VIII 

1. What does the Time Traveller conclude about literary effort when he finds the ruins of 
the library?  

2. What weapons does the Time Traveller take from the museum?  
3. How does the museum function symbolically in the story?  
4. What does a museum represent? 

Chapter IX 

1. The Time Traveller meditates briefly on the unusual nature of fire. How does the ability 
to make fire become a crucial first step toward technology?  

2. Why doesn't the Time Traveller wait until morning to start the long trip back? 
3. What do you think of the Time Traveller's reaction to the loss of Weena? 

 

Chapter X 

1. What does the Time Traveller conclude about mankind's intellectual advancements?  
2. What does he feel caused the downfall of humanity? What is ironic about his 

conclusions?  
3. Why is the Time Traveller not worried about the Morlock's plan to trap him? 
4. Considering that he is in possession of a time travel device, how might have the Time 

Traveller used it to save Weena? 

Chapter XI 

1. What is the tone of this chapter?  
2. How does Wells create this tone?  
3. What images or impressions are most striking in the chapter?  
4. Why does the Time Traveller decide to visit the end of the Earth?  
5. Ask a science teacher about the sun's probable life cycle. What is different between 

what Wells describes and what scientists feel will actually occur? 

Chapter XII 

1. Why do you think Wells had the audience disbelieve the Time Traveller's story?  
2. What evidence does Wells provide to indicate the story is true and not one made up by 

an imaginative inventor?  
3. Why do you think that Wells doesn't tell you what happened to the Time Traveller in the 

end?  
4. What is gained by making his fate a mystery?  

Epilogue 

1. How would you characterize the narrator's reaction to the story? Is he optimistic or 
pessimistic?  
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2. After all the concerns the Time Traveller had about technology and intellectual 
advancement, what does the narrator conclude is most important? What do you think 
about this conclusion? 

 
 
 
 
 


