
It is not too late to get YOUR name on the list - reservations are still being  
accepted. You can pay by check or credit card as noted on the response card. 
  
Frequently Asked Questions Regarding the Annual Auction 
  
1. What does the price of the ticket include? The cost of the ticket includes 
open bar, Mardi Gras inspired food, live music by Me and the Others band, and 
sponsorship of teacher attendance (each teacher receives one free ticket) at the 
event. 
2. What do I wear?  “Towson Chic” wear.  All those who attend will receive beads 
and masks - great favors to take home at the end of the evening! 
3. What are the auction items? There is an INCREDIBLE selection of items in all 
price ranges due to the generous donations of ICS families, faculty, staff, and 
local businesses. Family entertainment, teacher/child made keepsake items, 
sports memorabilia, camps, jewelry, game systems, vacation homes, and dinners 
just to name a few. The auction book will be available for your review on-line next 
week!  
4.    What does the HSA do with the money earned from the auction?   The 
auction is the primary support of the H.S.A.  The Innisbrook fundraiser held in 
September is the only other H.S.A. sponsored fundraiser.  The H.S.A. supports 
many wonderful things to enrich your children's education at ICS. Here are just a 
few of examples of what the HSA provides with the money raised on an annual 
basis: 

 special events such as the Back to School Picnic, Parent/Teacher Social, 
Monster Mash, Bingo, and Middle School Activities, 

 sponsored programs such as Ice Cream Fridays and Santa's Workshop, 

 fully funds Faculty Lunch/Breakfast (3/year), Open House, Easter Egg Hunt, 
Grandparents Mass, Preschool Celebration, Cultural Arts Program, Eighth 
Grade Tribute, and Field Day, 

 funds additional contributions to ICS through programs such as the Am-
bassador Lunch, Assemblies, Decorating, Eighth Grade Gifts, Field Trips, 
Kindergarten Social, Middle School Awards Ceremony, News and Notes 
Newsletter, the ICS School Directory, School Play, Science Animal Care, 
Scouts, Teacher Resource Center (copier needs), Teacher Supplies (each 
teacher receives $200/year toward their expenses), and Teacher Gifts (each 
teacher receives $100 cash gift at Christmas and at the end of the year), and 

 sponsors special school projects as needed. For example, last year, the 
HSA was able to help fund the Science Lab renovations and make a dona-
tion to the ICS Endowment Fund.  

 
Please remember that these activities would not be possible without the incredible 
support of parent volunteers, your generous donations, and your participation in 

HSA sponsored fundraisers!   PLEASE JOIN US ON FEBRUARY 28TH!  

N E W S  A N D  N O T E S   

F E B R U A R Y ,  2 0 0 9     I S S U E  7  ALOOK AHEAD…….. 

2/21 to 2/22 - Confirmation  

Retreat - O’Dwyer Retreat House 

2/23 - Race for Education Assembly 

2/25 - Ash Wednesday 

          8:30 am Mass - K/1 

        10:00 am Mass - Gr. 2- 8, TC  

2/27 -Stations of the Cross  
         1:00 pm Gr. 4-8 
         2:00 pm Gr. K-3 

2/28-3/1 - Confirmation Retreat -  

         O’Dwyer Retreat House 

3/2 -  March Birthday Bash 

3/3 -  H.S.A. Meeting 

3/4 -  High School Registration  

         Deadline 

3/6 - 11:30 am 8th Grade Luncheon 

      - Stations of the Cross 

        1:00 pm Gr. 4-8 

        2:00 pm Gr. K-3 

      - 6:00 pm 1st Communion  

        Workshop (1/2 of candidates) 

3/7 -  Annual Girl Scout Father/Daughter 

         Dance, 7:00 to 10:00 pm  

3/13 - Stations of the Cross 

        1:00 pm Gr. 4-8 

        2:00 pm Gr. K-3 

      - 7:00 pm MS Open Gym Night  

 

3/16 - Race for Education Labels Due 

3/17 - Happy St. Patrick’s Day - Green 

Accessories Allowed. 

 

 

 

ICS Home School Association (HSA) Auction Update 
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I C S  N E W S  A N D  N O T E S  

Spotlight  

On   Science - Egg Drop Contest 

Calling all basketball players! 
 
The yearbook committee needs photographs of YOU in action.  Please ask your parents 

to take some pictures at your next game and send them to Mrs. Walsh. 

Don’t forget, you can put them on your flash drive to bring in to school or your  

parents can e-mail them to yearbook@theimmaculate.org .   

 

   Thanks in advance! 

 

The Cub Scout Pack 750's 56th Annual Blue and Gold Ban-

quet will take place on Sunday, March 29, 2009 from 4:00 - 7:00 

pm in the Sequoia Room at Oregon Ridge.  Cubs will receive 

their  

advancement awards and will be entertained by a magician!  Look in book 

bag mail for more information. 

On January 31st, 2009, my classmate Elias Sciarillo and I went to NDP at 
8:00 in the morning to take part in the Egg Drop Contest sponsored by 
NDP’s Science National Honor Society. A month before this, we were in-
formed by our science teacher, Ms. Thompson, about the Egg Drop contest 
that was available to middle school children. The object of the contest was 
to be able to design a capsule to enclose an egg in and drop it from a height 
of three meters, without breaking the egg.  For weeks, Elias and I tried to 
think of some ways to build a secure enough capsule that was creative but 
strong. We thought it would be great to win, but decided to just have fun with 
it and let our creative imaginations go. 
 
When we arrived at NDP, there were about 10 teams that attended the con-
test. The schools were Immaculate Conception School, Immaculate Heart of 
Mary, St. Joseph’s Fullerton and of course NDP. Elias and I had no idea 
what our invention would look like compared to the other teams and 
schools. In the end, we won First Place  and received a trophy and certifi-
cate. We were very proud that Immaculate Conception was represented in 
this contest and Elias and I were able to share our victory with the school. 
 
      By Kelly Dohony 
      8th Grade – Mrs. Davis 

Uniform Exchange 

Hours for February  
 

Monday Feb. 23,  

2 - 2:45 p.m. 
 

Stop by the Uniform Ex-

change for FREE ICS 

school uniforms.  Yes, 

really truly free. 

Donations are gratefully 

accepted, but you need 

not bring something in to 

pick something up.  

 

http://www.spjc.edu/SE/newsletter/en00609_.gif
mailto:yearbook@theimmaculate.org


 

 

P A G E  3  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grade 3 --Students developed individual Spanish Valentine cards this week.  Also, they continue to learn 
new words with our ongoing story about two families. 

Grade 2 --Students have gone through a whole set of exercises on "Spanish math," with simple addition, 
subtraction and multiplication.  They are learning a fun action song based on a morning greeting, re-
sponse, and comments.  Boys and girls sing separately to each other.  The students really enjoy this one! 

Grade 4 --Students are learning new vocabulary on grandparents and grandchildren, with more incidents 
about our two-family story. 

Grade 5 --All classes are are getting into conversation through greetings, greeting responses, questions 
(How are you?), and responses to questions, use of titles with names--all with choices on whether to use 
the familiar or formal mode in addressing others. 

 - Julio Esteban, Jr. 

AMBASSADOR PROGRAM Q & A with Kirsten Hoffman  
 
Q: What is the Ambassador Program? 
A: The Ambassador Program was started at ICS a few years ago to provide a personal welcome 
to new students and their families.  We also organize two parties in the spring - one to welcome 
the incoming Kindergarten class and one to welcome all new K-8 students. 
 
Q: How does the Ambassador Program welcome new families? 
A: Once enrollment acceptances are returned in the spring, Ambassador Program volunteers or 
"buddy families" are matched up with new families.  Where we can, we try to match up families 
with similarly aged children to make the experience informative for the parents and fun for the 
children.  The buddy families make welcome phone calls to the new families.  Some get together 
and meet over the summer and most meet up at the New Family Social. 
 
Q: Does the Ambassador Program need volunteers? 
A: Yes!  We have approximately 40-50 new families enroll at ICS each year and can always use 
help making them feel welcome.  We mostly need volunteer families who currently have children 
in Kindergarten or in preschool who will start kindergarten in the fall.  Of course,  all volunteers 
are welcome as we have new students enrolling at all grade levels. 
 
Q: How can I volunteer? 
A: Send you name and contact information to ambassadorprogram@theimmaculate.org . 
 

Spanish Program, Grades One through Five... 

Grade 1 --Students worked on a handout on the Presidential Inauguration, using related Spanish 
words.  They continue to learn new Spanish alphabet letters and words.  They are becoming quite good 
responding to my calls for hand gestures such as hands up high, hands on your folders, hands on you 
head, on your chin, etc. 

mailto:ambassadorprogram@theimmaculate.org
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   GET TO KNOWééé..Miriam Johnson 

How long have you been teaching?......This is my first year teaching at ICS.  I used to teach 

Middle School English and Social Studies in Baltimore County. 

What subject/grade do you teach?.......I teach first grade. 

What is your teaching philosophy?ééé..I believe in educating the whole child; the heart 

as well as the mind. 

My favorite food isééé..donuts! 

The music I most listen to iséééR&B, Motown, and Funk. 

Iôm inspired byééé my husband.  Everyday he inspires me with his kindness and humor. 

My biggest risk, greatest reward waséééMy biggest risk was going back into teaching 

after 11 years.  It ahs also become by greatest reward!  Seeing my students blossom before my eyes is the greatest gift anyone 

could have. 

I still want to learnéééé..French. 

The hobby you might not know I have iséééééééballroom dancing.  The Waltz is my favorite! 

If I wasnõt a teacher I might want to be aéééééa wedding planner. 

GET TO KNOWééé..Kyle Hines 

How long have you been teaching?......This is my second year of teaching. 

What subject/grade do you teach?.......I teach physical education for grades K-8. 

What is your teaching philosophy?ééé..? You may be able to recite Shakespeare, run a Fortune 500 

company, or know a cure for Cancer.  But if your not active and do not live a healthy lifestyle, you will 

not be around to show us how.  My goal is to have my students learn while having fun in physical educa-

tion.  To me PE is more than just playing games; itõs about providing students with the opportunity to 

learn to be active and stay active.  There is more to sports than just the score of the game; winning, los-

ing, life lessons can be learned too.  Teaching students basic aspects of life like running, throwing, catching and sport knowl-

edge will all make them more of a well-rounded person.  There is a good chance when these students grow up they will have 

children of their own.  The day will come where the child will want to play catch with them or be taken to a sporting event.  It 

is my job to prepare them for their future. 

My favorite food isééé..pizza and crabs. 

The music I most listen to iséééWhatever is on the radio; if it sounds good Iõll listen. 

Iôm inspired byééémy parents who made sacrifices so that I could go to college and pursue my dream job. 

My biggest risk, greatest reward waséééknowing that I was the first in my family to graduate from college; it was pretty cool. 

I still want to learnéééé..how to drive a boat. 

The hobby you might not know I have isééééééégoing to a West Virginia University Football game every yearé.Go ôEERS! 

If I wasnõt a teacher I might want to be aéééééa guidance counselor or photographer. 

I would most like to travel to ééééééééééSan Antonio, Texas to see The Alamo. 


